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Groundbreaking and Blessing
at Regina Caeli in Houston!
n Saturday, December 20, 2014, over
200 faithful joined His Eminence Daniel
Cardinal DiNardo and Fr. Charles Van
Vliet, FSSP, in a site blessing and groundbreaking
ceremony celebrating the start of the first phase
of construction of Regina Caeli Parish. Regina
Caeli is the first parish in the Archdiocese of
Galveston-Houston in over 40 years that is
devoted exclusively to the Traditional Latin Rite.
The new parish will be located on a 40-acre rural
site in northwest Houston near Fairbanks North
Houston Road.
The first building to be constructed will be
St. Athanasius Chapel/Hall, which will seat 350
and serve temporarily as the main church for the
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left to right: Mr. Jerry Tipps , Fr. Charles Van Vliet, His Eminence Cardinal DiNardo,
Fr. Paul Lockey, and Judge Frank Rynd joyfully inaugurate the first phase of
construction for Regina Caeli Parish in Houston.

Dear Friends of the Fraternity,
On February 2, we celebrate the feast of the Purification
of the Blessed Virgin Mary. It may seem odd that the only
human being to remain sinless throughout life underwent
a purification, b t forty days after the birth of her Son,
Our Lady, along with St. Joseph, took the God-man to the
Temple in order to fulfill the Mosaic Law.
This Old Testament precept (Leviticus 12:2-8) was
a purification after the birth of a child, and during this
ceremony , the mother presented the child and a lamb and
either a pigeon or turtledove. If the family was poor , a
second pigeon or turtledove could be offered instead of the
lamb.
The Gospel of St. Luke relates the event to us: "After
the days of her purification, according to the law of Moses,
were accomplished, they carried him to Jerusalem, to
present him to the Lord: As it is written in the law of the
Lord: Every male opening the womb shall be called holy to
the Lord: And to offer a sacrifice, according as it is written
in the law of the Lord, a pair of turtledoves, or two young
pigeons" (Luke 2:23-24) .

But the Blessed Virgin Mary was immaculate, so what
was the purpose of the purification? It should be noted that
the ceremony was not asserting that childbirth itself was
sinful; rather, the mother contracted.ritual or legal impurity
due to the issue of blood. As a result, she was not perrl_!!Ued
to enter the Temple until being cleansed.
Given her Jewish upbringing and her faithfulness to
the Mosaic Law, Our Lady would have been expected to
undergo this ceremony by those who did not know her
Child to be the Messiah. Regardless of others, though, Our
Lady would have fulfilled this ceremony after knowing it
to be the will of God.
In giving birth to Our Lord , a woman was elevated
"to the sublimest heights to which it is possible for her to
aspire" (292)*. She became the Mother of God, and the
birth of the Son of God signaled the old ritual impurity was
nearing its end.
Today, the pains of childbirth can seem "softened ,"
albeit not in their agony, but by the future expectation for
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(continued from page I)
parish. When funds are gathered to complete the rest of the parish
campus, St. Athanasius will be converted for use as a parish hall.
The groundbreaking was held in a large tent set up for the
ceremony, as it followed a day of heavy rain which left much of the
site a quagmire. Cardinal DiN~rdo quipped that it was more like the
"parting of the Jordan" than the breaking of the ground! Following
the opening prayers and a recitation of the Litany of the Saints, His
Eminence intoned the blessing of the grounds, calling on God to " ...
bless, consecrate and protect from devilish infection these acres ... "
A large tent was set up on the rain-soaked property
for the groundbreaking ceremony.

Joining His Eminence in the breaking of the
ground were Fr. Charles Van Vliet (Pastor, Regina
Caeli Parish), Fr. Paul Lockey (Pastor, St. El~zabeth
Ann Seton Church), Judge Frank Rynd (General
Counsel, Archdiocese of Galveston-Houston), and
Jerry Tipps (Architect). Also in attendance were
Fr. Burel Manzano (Personal Secretary to the Office
of the Cardinal), Fr. John Shannon, FSSP (Immaculate

Conception Church, El Paso), and Frs. Philip Wolfe, FSSP and
Terrence Gordon, FSSP (Mater Dei Catholic Parish, Irving, TX).
Fr. Van Vliet thanked all who made this day possible, most
especially His Eminence Cardinal DiNardo; Betty Lee White, who
donated the land; Fr. Paul Lockey, whose church Regina Caeli
Parish has been operating out of since it was formally erected a
His Eminence greeted the parishioners after the ceremony.
parish in 2013 ; and the faithful, who have offered prayers, labor
and capital to make construction possible.
As the ceremony came to an end, the church bell tolled noon
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Regina Caeli Parish
Fr. Charles Van Vliet, FSSP, Pastor
mailing address: PO Box 41062; Houston TX 77241

St. Elizabeth Ann Seton Catholic Church
6646 Addicks Satsuma Rd.; Houston, TX 77084
(281) 463-7878; fax (281) 463-4822

Mass Schedule
Sunday 8:00 & 11 :00 A.M. (in the Family Life Center)
Monday - Friday 6:30 A.M.; Saturday 7:30 A.M.
Fraternity priests (1-r) Fr. Phil Wolfe, Fr. Terrence Gordon, Fr. Charles
Van Vliet, and Fr. John Shannon converse with Cardinal DiN ardo.
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