DECEMBER 9, 2018

GOSPEL MEDITATION

2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

ENCOURAGE DEEPER UNDERSTANDING OF SCRIPTURE

"In the fiffeenth year of the reign
of Tiberius Caesar...and Herod
was tetrarch of Galilee...and
Lysanias was tetrach of..." Did
you need to pinch yourself
awake during the first few lines
of this Sunday's Gospel?¢ John the
Baptist received quite a prelude
today as Luke described the
religious and political leadership
of the tfime period. Scripture is
divinely inspired, and we believe
that everything that made it info
the Bible is there for a reason.
These lines remind us of an
important fruth. The Christmas
story isn't a fairy tale or nursery
rhyme. It's not a parable we say
to give meaning fto the holiday.
At Christmas, God's presence

is made tangible in a precise
moment in time. The birth of
Christ is a historical event. As
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Prayer Baptism
Requests

precursor to Jesus' preaching, the
ministry of John the Baptist is also
a historical event.

"Prepare the way of the Lord,
make straight his paths." John's
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call to repentance and the
forgiveness of sins happened

in a particular time and place.
But that does not mean it is
limited to first century Palestine!

God continues to move in our
daily lives. What we hear in foday's
Gospel - and what we anticipate
at Christmas - occurs in our daily
lives. God works in concrete ways
in time and space. He did that
2,000 years ago, and He continues
to do so today!

This Sunday, examine your own
Christmas preparations. Is there
anything you need to repent of
before the Christmas season?
Are there low points in your life,
valleys to "be filled" by the love
of God? Are their mountainous
obstacles in your spiritual life?
How can they be "made low"?
Are you making decisions that
have moved you away from God?
This Advent season is the time for
them to "be made straight and
made smooth." Prepare the way
in your heart for Christ tfoday!

g: . Eﬁ ” St. Thomas More Catholic Church
anng risimas www.stthomasmorechurch.org
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Pastor
Reverend Richard Rosinski

Deacons
Jack Roder
Gregory Stevens

Parish Office - 847.888.1682
Monday-Friday 8:30am-4:00pm

School Office - 847.742.3959
www.stmcentral.org

Religious Ed. Office - 847.888.4887

Parish Staff
Visit our website for a staff listing

www.stthomasmorechurch.org/staff

rrosinski@stthomasmorechurch.org

SACRAMENTS

For a more in-depth look at the sacraments,
please visit our parish website
www.stthomasmorechurch.org.

Confessions are heard every
Wednesday 2:00-10:00am and Saturdays
3:30-4:30pm. Appointments can also be made
for confessions to be heard when needed.

Baptism: Children of all ages and adults are
welcome to the sacrament of Bapfism. Baptism
for children is celebrated on the first and third
Sundays of each month at 1:00pm. Parents
need to be registered members and should be
faithful in attending Mass. Participation in a
baptismal preparation class is required. Please
call Sharon Hall at the parish office to make
arrangements. Adults seeking Baptism

should contact Linda McEwan at
Imcewan@stthomasmorechurch.org.

Matrimony: Baptized Catholics are called to be
married in the Catholic Church. Arrangements
should be made af least six months in
advance.

If you were married outside of the Catholic
Church and would like to have your marriage
blessed, we would be happy fo guide you in
that process.

Call the parish office to make an appointment
with a priest to begin all marriage preparation.

Anointing of the Sick: The anointing of the sick
is administered to bring spiritual and physical
strength during an iliness, for those having
surgery, and for those near death. Call the
parish office to make arrangements to receive
this sacrament.

St. Vincent de Paul

Are you in need?

In the name of Jesus, we strive to comfort, feed, clothe,
and assist those in need. We serve in person, keeping all
things confidential and preserving dignity.

Please call our answering machine
ot 847.628.5170.

Do you feel called to serve?

We meet the second and fourth Tuesday
of each month at 7pm alternating
between St. Laurence and St. Thomas
respectively. For more information,
please contact conference president

Katrina at SiThomasMoreElginSVdP@gmail.com.

With Sympathy |
e ROGER RATCLIFF (grandfather of John'li’grj‘borjewski)/
e TULLIO UMLAUF e

Prayer Requests

To add or remove a name on our prayer list, please call

the parish office 847.888.1682. To keep our prayer list current,
names will remain on the list for 3 months. After that fime, if
you would like a name to stay on the list, please contact the
parish office fo renew names.

tAll Souls in Purgatory tBev Kittler
tBrad Abell *Dennis Kittler
tEvelyn Banwart tKen Kline

tShirley Bednarke
tLucas Buckardt
tGracie Canning
tJessica Connell
tAngela Guasta
tVincent Guasta
tBryan Hand
tFrank lori

tPat Juggan
tRichard Kastel
tLaura Keating
tSue Keller
tEdward F. Kelly
tShirley Kinsella

tKevin Knott
tStephen Lange
tJenny Lisiecki
tCharles McKittrick
tWilliam McLaughlin
tGloria Neitzel
tDelphine Ornelas
tBruce Ostdick
tDeacon Robert Plazewski
1 Conni Schuliz

tDiane Schumacher
tMarie J. Sperkowski
tMaryAnn Vandervalk

Sick & Homebound

If you are unable fo come to church and would like to
receive Holy Communion, please call the parish office:
847.888.1682.
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Peace Light of Bethlehem

The Peace Light is a continuous flame originating from the Church of the
Nativity in Bethlehem, Israel. Since 2001, Austrian Air has brought the Peace
Light to New York in late November. Boy Scout
froops spread the message of the Peace Light
across the United States. The flame, along with a
message of peace and unity, is passed from person
to person around the world. This ceremony will
take place in the S$t. Thomas More Chapel, Thursday,
December 13th at 6:30pm. The ceremony is open
to all. Those who choose to take the flame home
with them should bring an oil lamp or enclosed
candle and a means to safely fransport if.

Epiphany Procession
Volunteers

We are seeking volunteers to represent the Three Magi
W for the Feast of the Epiphany on January 5th & éth.
| i)

For more information, please call the church

office at 847.888.1682. UF THE ER USS
Abbey Farms Christmas Trees

Don’'t forget to visit Abbey Farms for all your holiday needs.
U-Cut & pre-cut trees, seasonal store, wreaths, garland,
and more! Open daily from 10am to 7pm through
December 23rd. For more information call 630.966.7775 x6
or email adam@abbeyfarms.org.

H O LY B A PT I S M gg’:ggY?/Ps 126:1-2, 2-3, 4-5, 6 [3]/Phil 1:4-6, 8-11

/Lk 3:1-6

Monday

Is 35:1-10/Ps 85:9ab and 10, 11-12, 13-14 [Is 35:4f]
/Lk 5:17-26

Tuesday

Is 40:1-11/Ps 96:1-2, 3 and 10ac, 11-12, 13 [Is 40:10ab]

HIP- Mt 18:12-14
Bereavement Ministry Wednesday
Trained volunteers are available to provide spiritual %C] sz]c%g % T¥5]‘;d]]3(|?k }%;Zgg’o]rcf_gk?/.%gf47

support and comfort to all parishioners mourning a Thursday
death loss. Please call the parish office at 847.888.1682. Is 41:13-20/Ps 145:1 and 9, 10-11, 12-13ab [8]

/Mt 11:11-15
Friday

|_|fe MOTT@I’S Is 48:17-19/Ps 1:1-2, 3, 4 and 6 [Jn 8:12]/Mt 11:16-19

Saturday
Any woman who is pregnant and in need can turn for Sir 48:1-4, 9-11/Ps 80:2ac and 3b, 15-16, 18-19 [4]
help to the pro-life movement. Never feel alone, call “\g;rd] anocic])(l)-] 3
Project Rachel at 800.593.2273 The Life Center at 7eo 3:14-18a/ls 12:2-3. 4. 5-6 [61/Phil 4:4-7/Lk 3:10-18
847.622.1235 or Fox Valley Pregnancy at 847.697.0200. =P SYS A2, 27 50 BN Ay es




4 | DOWNLOAD STM MYPARISH APP TODAY FOR THE LATEST PARISH COMMUNICATIONS

' |
-myPorlsh App The Annual Eplphony Party!

On January éth from 2:00pm - 4:00pm at the Knights of Columbus
Hall, 10 N. Villa St. in Elgin.

DPCIH | Advent Features There will be a telling of the story of the Three Kings plus a magic
show for all ages to enjoy.

No cost to afttend, juice, coffee and freats provided. Donations
of diapers, wipes, baby food

N eW Ad Ve ﬂT or clothes %or the fLC Pregnancy

Center will be accepted.

Ap p B U TTO n Please reply by January 2nd

Enjoy spiritual to Mike Ochs at 847.401.7169
encouragement each day Advent or threeochs@gmail.com, with
of this holy season. This new number attending and how
Advent button will give you helpful many of those will be kids,
reflections that will aid you in reflecting on so we have enough freats

the Mass readings each day as we await for everyone.

Christ's coming.
Join STM MyParish app & stay S | g n LO ng ua g e | nTerpreTer

connected to our community!
Visit your app store today!! N e e d e d
We are in need of a sign language interpreter for the 10:00am
Mass on Sundays here at St. Thomas More. If you or someone

you know would be interested please have them contact the
Diocese of Rockford Deaf Apostolate at RockfordHI@aol.com.

RAINBOWS For All Children

Rainbows helps children who are grieving the loss of a parent
or loved one due to death, divorce, deployment, incarceration
or frauma. The new session will start Thursday, January 31st, at
6:00 to 6:45pm at St. Mary Church, 10307 Dundee Rd., Huntley,
IL 60142. The sessions for children in grades K through 8th are
once a week and run for 12 weeks. The fee is $10 per child

or $25 for 3 or more children. For more information visit
www.rainbows.org or contact Ann Marcheschi at 630.337.6203
or marcheschiann@gmail.com.

Sharing Tree

Next weekend, December 15th
and 1éth, will be the last weekend
that you may put your gifts under
our Sharing Tree.

COLOR CODE:

‘0 Red=Children & Teens
Blue=Adulis
ADULTS —

5 Thanks to all who participated in
GYMNASIUM CHILDREN

helping to bring Christmas joy fo
someone in need!




Decorate the Church

for Christmas

Come when you can and stay as long as you are able.

We would love your help!

e Friday, December 21st following the 8:30am Mass
e Sunday, December 23rd following the 12:00pm Mass

Reconciliation
Wednesday, December 19
92:00am - 11:00am & 6:30pm - 8:00pm
Saturday, December 22
3:00pm - 4:30pm

Simbang Gabi
Thursday, December 20
7:00pm

Christmas Masses
Monday, December 24
4:00pm & 6:00pm
Tuesday, December 25
12:00am Midnight, 10:00am & 12:00pm

New Year's Masses
Monday, December 31
5:00pm
Tuesday, January 1, 2019
10:00am

Christmas Choir

Come celebrate the birth of our Savior! Christmas
Eve Mass fimes are Monday, December 24th at
4:00pm and 6:00pm. Christmas Day Masses are
at Midnight, 10:00am and Noon. Youth Choir
will sing at the 4:000m Mass, High School
Ensemble at the 6:00pm Mass, and our Adult
Choir and Handbell Choir will give a concert
prior to Midnight Mass, beginning at 11:30pm.

O00000%Wooo000

DATE/TIME

Saturday
December 15, 2018
7:00 pm

Sunday
December 16, 2018
7:00 pm

Monday
December 17, 2018
7:00 pm

Tuesday
December 18, 2018
7:00 pm

Wednesday
December 19, 2018
7:00 pm

LOCATION

St. Mary’s Church
10307 Dundee Rd
Hunftley, IL 60142

St. Patrick Catholic
6N491 Crane Rd.
St, Charles, IL 60175

St. Catherine of Siena
845 W Main St.
Dundee, IL 60118

St. Margaret Mary
111 S Hubbard St.
Algonquin, IL 60102

St. Laurence Church
255 Jewett St.
Elgin, IL 60123

May the gift of our Savior fill you with peace
and joy this Christmas!

SIMBANG GABI SCHEDULE 2018

PRESIDER DATE/TIME LOCATION PRESIDER
Bishop David Thursday St. Thomas More Rev. Richard
Malloy December 20, 2018 215 Thomas More Dr.  Rosinski

Msgr. Steve Knox

Rev. Matthew
DeBlock

Rev. Peter Sarnicki

Rev. Perfecto
Vasquez

7:00 pm

Friday
December 21, 2018
7:00 pm

Friday
December 21, 2018
7:00 pm

Saturday
December 22, 2018
7:00 pm

Sunday
December 23, 2018
7:00 pm

Elgin, IL 60123

St. Eizabeth Ann Seton
1023 McHenry Ave.
Crystal Lake, IL 60014

Christ the Teacher
512 Normal Rd
DeKalb, IL 60115

St. John Neumann
2900 East Main St
St. Charles, IL 60174

St. Mary Catholic
312 Lincoln Ave.
Woodstock

Rev. Perfecto
Vasquez

Rev. Matthew
McMorrow

Rev. David Peck

Rev. Burt Absalon
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- Presiders

Weekend for Dec. 15th & 16th.
PRESIDERS

5:00 pm Father Rich
8:00 am Msgr. Linster

10:00 am Father Deitz
12:00 pm Father Rich

Worldwide Marriage

“Prepare the way of the Lord, make straight his paths.”
Sign up today to attend one of the upcoming
Worldwide Marriage Encounter Weekends on

Jan 25th -27th in Brookfield, WI; Feb 15th-17th

in Geneva, IL or March 15th-17th in Madison, WI.

For more info, visit www.alifetimeoflove.org

or call 888.574.5653.

Bulletin Deadlines

DEC 30TH BULLETIN JAN 6TH BULLETIN

Materials Due:
December 14, 2018

Materials Due:
December 18, 2018

Masss Intentions for the Week

If you would like to have a Mass said for someone, call the parish office
to schedule. The contribution for reserving the intention of a Mass is $10.00.

"SeeY  8:30am
ﬂ@ Arsenia Rafael, Justin Valentine
SisY  8:30 am
ﬂ ﬂ Franjo Boras, Thomas Cantu
wednesday 8:30 am
%g Mary & James McGann, Thomas Jones
thursday 8:30 am
%Eé: Bob Chapski, Marie Mirabella
fiday  8:30 am
%Z Pacita Pedrozo, St. Jude
saturday 5:00 pm
%Eé Fred Taeyaerts, Don Ablbs
BEQ)  8:00am
ﬂ@ Laurelle Muehling, Jerry Mares
10:00 am
Dick Brummel, Jean Ragel
12:00 pm

People of STM, Ann Moroniak

tuesday  wednesday
DEC 11 DEC 12
9:00 am 7:00 pm 9:00 am
@WESTMINSTER ~ @CHELSEA @CHAPEL
Bible Study St. Vincent Eucharistic
4:30 pm de Paul Adoration
@CHURCH 4:00 pm
Youth Choir @CHAPEL
6:00 pm Benediction
@CAMBRIDGE 6:00 pm
Bell Choir @CHURCH
6:30 pm High School Choir
@WESTMINSTER 7:00 pm
Bible Study @CHURCH
Adult Choir
7:00 pm
@CHELSEA

RCIA

thursday lilele}Y saturday
DEC 13 DEC 14 DEC 15
9:00 am 9:15am 7:00 am
@TUDOR @CANTERBURY @CHURCH
Women's Women's That Man Is You!
Intercessory Rosary Group .
Prayer Group 7:00 pm 5@?8 [?énR
@LANCASTER RCIA
Filipino Choir




Daniel Sula DDS

Gentle Dental Care Michael P. Ellsworth, CFP
75 Market Street o P
suite 7 FINANCIAL PLANNING AND WEALTH MANAGEMENT
(847) 531-8693
(847) 742-8211 W ameripg ety somiehestp elisworth
Hgin Family Physicians $. C.
Drs. Poulos, Colin & Gupta W
Your local technology and business 847-741-0264 Puoviding Quality Fealth Care For 25 Years ’
computing and network sotutions to || Local & Long Dist DREAM FEARLESSLY.
ocal ong Distance - -
business and education. g o 841 888 3661 CALL FOR A FREE QUOTE.
630-584-9505 » www.mcctech.com || Thomas Berna, Parishioner Se Habla Espafiol Kevin Malooly Agency

75 Market St ste 6
Elgin, IL 60123

(847) 888-2222 Fox l/aﬂey Carpentry

kmalooly@amfam.com Decks ¢ Basements ¢ Bathrooms

Kitchens ® Flooring e Built-In Bookcases
847-361-5511 ¢ South Elgin
LET A PERFECTIONIST INTO YOUR HOME
Bryan Hand - Parish Member

SYMMETRY || [ cacvin oanvens

GROUP, LLC |

Remodeling Specialists CUSTOM FLORAL DESIGNS
Contractors, Cparpenterg WEDDINGS-EVENTS-FUNERALS
Custom Cabinets PLANTSCAPING SALES-RENTAL-SERVICE

—_———————
AMERICAN FAMILY
[insurancE B

Kerry O’Connor  Steve Vincent PEGGY GARVIN CAMPBELL, Parishioner
(847) 899-0415 (847) 363-0415 | | 547.697.7377 www.gawindardens.com

symmetryremodeling.com garvingardens @gmail.com

ADVERTISE YOUR
cncne |l BUSINESS HERE

FIRE DOORS * HOLLOW METAL DOORS
DOCK EQUIPMENT « RESIDENTIAL DOORS Contact Jeff Hansen to place an ad today!

Serving the IL Area for over 30 Years H i -
Steve Getzin, Owner (847) 683-0333 jhansen@4LPi.com or (800) 950-9952 x2683
“WE TREAT YOUR DOOR LIKE OUR OWN."

catholicmatich’

lllinois

! Let me be your insurance guy!
1760 Capital Street, Elgin, IL 60124 Located right behind the Walgreens on Larkin.
847.531.6004 1847.531.6006 m Luke Fawkes

CatholicMatch.com/IL aeofe|gin.com g " Financial Representative
.| 1750 Grandstand Place Suite 20

p k n tal & Figin, IL 60123
€4COCK Len T 847.742.0002 %};‘/
. M 847.997.5156
20% OFsF purchads? of "3‘Ye(9|0556s Dr. Angela Landrowski www.countryfinancial.com/lucas.fawkes
*Some conditions
rens apey lucas.fawkes@countryfinancial.com

St. Charles Elgin Ye
630-584-9850 847-695-0499 our

foiicasyEies.com Neighborhood Dentist

HELP PROTECT YOUR FAMILY ||  twunsiono  ([Ss0mEA pERL
CALL NOW! 1-888-891-6806 || 320N McClean Blvd * Elgin E 1 6m Drink & choiceof | @HHTS en b

1 Bagel from 11am-11pm!
Elgin 847-488-1900

1
847-697-2550 Elgin 8474881900 1 3091 U.S. Rt. 20, Elgin S
1}} With tis coupon. 1 (1 mile west of Randall Rd.) one coupon per i, |

[ TN

One coupon per visit.
Caiduitn Y Not vaid with

ot vlid with
1 847-488-1900 any other offer.

HIOME SECURITY TTAM www.peacockdental.com Hhreasins_ 1 Open 2477 ! Eesais_ 1

PROTECTING SENIORS NATIONWIDE ’ & O neMenor Co
MEDICAL ALERT SYSTEM - : ‘ @ﬁ%mgl@%%my Care;
$29,95/M0 % ‘@M HEETHCE | Assisred Living

BILLED QUARTERLY BUT-TU1-6464 (showroor | | R == (224) 268-3268

1 -
CALL ';2_‘_’:’” EDEF-EG ?gg;z 1255 Bowes Rd ® Elgin WWW.SENIORLIFESTYLE.COM 508 N. McLean, Elgin, 60123

[IPi) For ad info. call at 1-800-950-9952 ® www.4lpi.com St. Thomas More, Elgin, IL B 4C 01-0554







